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REFERENCES TO WOMEN

Grenada Truth Commission

Abstract

Notes on discussions of women, as well as a list of coding themes and references to women in the
Grenada Truth Commission.

Chelsea Barranger
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Researcher Notes
Report details:

Published 28 March 2006

pdf is 305 pages

no chapter or section on women

according to NVivo’s text search, the word women (using stems) is referenced 14 times,

representing 0.04% coverage

o after deleting references from the bibliography, notes or headers, there are 13 broad
references to women in the content of the report

e women are usually discussed in terms of violence conducted against them

Women are referenced in the following ways:

e involvement of women in politics and the economy
e need to find victims and offer them compensation
e accounts of military action, attacks and killings



Links to Data Visualization
This section contains links to all data visualization for the Grenada report.
Word Frequency Cloud

e word frequency cloud
o excel sheet of word frequency cloud findings

Word Trees

history
women
children
youth

forgive
victim

truth
reconciliation
land

*NVivo software can only edit word trees by changing the central search term and branch sizes.
Word trees includes references from bibliography, headers, and notes that cannot be edited out
using NVivo software. Researchers will need to manually remove unsightly branches using
editing software (e.g., paint, photoshop, etc.)



Coding Women for the Grenada Report

The following chart breakdowns the child nodes used for coding references to women based on
themes and discussions surrounding women in the Grenada report.

Economy
Forgiveness

Politics

Reconciliation
Truth

Violence

References or discussions of the economy
References or discussions of forgiveness

References or discussions of politics, political parties, and
politicians

References or discussions of reconciliation
References or discussions of truth

References or discussions of violence



References to Women

This section contains all references to women from the Grenada report.

<Files\Truth Commission Reports\The Americas\\Grenada-TRC-2001 Full Report> - § 13 references coded
[0.28% Coverage]

Reference 1 - 0.01% Coverage

in the. minds of men _and women can never be an easy matter; and searching for truth which lies buried. under
countless horrors of violent co~cts, gro~s vi?lations with informed memories and the overgrowth of thirty years, 1s
nelther a pleasapt nor an enviable experience.

Reference 2 - 0.03% Coverage

The four and a half years of RevolutioJlary Government in Grenada, which was essentially characterised by the
experiment in MarxistLeninist ideologies and philosophy, )Vas a period good and evil. The P.R.G., the Government
of that period 1979-1983, initiated and implemented some good policies politically, socially, economically, and
otherwise. For example, the National insurance Scheme (N.I.S.), the continuing adult education programme (CPE).
The agro-industries enterprise, the national transport service (NTS), free secondary and tertiary education. Equal pay
for equal work for all women. The maternity leave 'aw. The full involvement of women in production, and greater
participation of people iil the political and economic affairs of the country.

Reference 3 - 0.02% Coverage

International Airport" to the "Maurice Bishop International Airport"”. These and other issues remain sore points of
bitterness and division among many Grenadians. The wounds are still there: the bitterness, the hurting individuals
and families, and the many unanswered and unresolved questions. But if permanent healing and reconciliation are to
become a reality among Grenadians - especially between those who have been wronged and the wrongdoers - then
all Grenadians (men and women of goodwill) must come together and forgive one another, since forgiveness is good
for those who forgive, and for those who

Reference 4 - 0.02% Coverage

The T.R.C. recommends here that a special effort should .be made by the political authority, and by other men and
women of goodwill who are interestf:!d in the healing of the nation and reconciliation of the people, to reach out to
the living victims and families of victims of the tragic events of the period under review, preferably on a personal
level, and offer some form of consolation, compensation, or help where needed.

Reference 5 - 0.01% Coverage

Q: -Commissioner: This was a religious seminary or something? A~ Witness: "It was a vocational camp for young
men and women, and the Anglicans, Methodist and -Catholics were responsible for iC -

Reference 6 - 0.04% Coverage

We know fuat the demise of the Revolution has dashed many dreams. Thus we understand the frustration and anger
of the Grenaclian people aris~ out of these dashed expectations and feeling of betrayal on account of Ute tragedy
and defeat of the Revolution. Whil~ we believe that- all tlle Leaders of tlie Revolution were collectively at fault and'
contributed to its de'mise; we fully appreciate and accept that those who survived must bear the cross. This is why
we pave borne for the past 13 yearS while inlptisoned, and shall always bear, the enormoiJ!l burden of feeling
responsible, morally responsible, for all the events which took place in Octoger 1983. And it is a!f;0 on this basis
that we most profoundly apologize, to all the victims and sufferers and their families, t~ tlle families of all those
who died and to the entire Grenadian people, including membel:s of the NJM itself, the members of the PRA,



Militia, Youth, Women's, Flimlers and Workers' organizations (all who believed in us and relied on us to ncgtt;.v ....
h, +t-........ c.ofn~,...., r--.0..... rt... P.f"no\(\t*";,. ... thr "4 CIn .... .t ... thr\

Reference 7 - 0.01% Coverage

It is important for us to ascertain from the outset what truth needs to be disclosed and which parties need to be
reconciled. Truth and reconciliation cannot be spoken about in isolation from the needs of hurting men and women ..
What stands in the-way of genuine reconciliation needs to be overcome; this will

Reference 8 - 0.03% Coverage

youth and women in the People's Militia felt(and still feel) about all this (especially those who were located in
Grand Anse - near to Point Salines - and on their own pinned down the us-Forces at Point Salines for a couple of
days) when the world has the impression that it was Cuba's Forces in Grenada which resisted the US Invaders,
defending Grenada's Independence and sovereignty? | (and all the others here), however, must pay tribute to the
memory of those Cubans who (acting in accordance with FC's instructions had no choice but to allow US forces to
freely land and capture Point Salines) died resisting the Yankees after they were directly attacked in their camp sites
at Point Salines.

Reference 9 - 0.02% Coverage

He was addressing about 50 people attending a graveside ceremony to pay respect to 13 soldiers of the now
disbanded killed in combat, against US troops. Radix who served as Industrialization Minister in Bishop's PRG, said
that if Bishop had. not died in such a brutal manner, the Americans would have met another Vietnam on their arrival
because the men, women and children would have resisted the enemy.

Reference 10 - 0.05% Coverage

St. George's Ge~t;ral Hospital Matron, Agnes Grant, spoke of a frightening experience, when in the company of
Bishop and others, a room at Army Headquarters at Fort Rupert, came under fire. Grant was the first prosecution
witness to give evidence in the trial of 18 former Government and Military officers charged with murdering Bishop
and 10 associates including 3 Ministers. Gram indicated that as soon as the first volley of shots hit the building, the
late Prime Minister ordered all the occupants to lay flat on the floor. She said however, that before the bujlding came
under attack, Whiteman complained of not feeling well and she gave him a small bottle ofsmelling salts to sniff. The
matron said at least one woman had her buttocks blown off, Bain was bleeding from an apparent wound. on the
shoulder and Gemma Belmar who died weeks after in the Hospital, was lying on the table in the room, bleeding
from a wound on her head after the firing had totally died down. She said the Prime Minister ordered everyone to
leave the room, with the children leading the way, followed by the women and then the male occupants. The
prosecution is contending that after Bishop emerged from the room, he and 8 colleagues were taken to the top square
at Fort Rupert and executed on the orders of the Central Committee of the then ruling Marxist oriented NJM.

Reference 11 - 0.03% Coverage

Both_ Bullen Cheiubin and Creft stated that as soon as the building at Fort Rupert cmne under fire, Its occupants
":ere or~ered by Bishop toclie flat to the ground. The former said during the Siege the late Pnm,e Mimster asked one
of the soldiers in the room for a gun but Bishop was told ~e ~ould not fire from inside the building because there
was no windo~ and everyone .:nside would_ get hurt. She spoke of someone in the room shouting out, "We
surrender after the firing~ ceased and ~at the reply from outside the building was that ~~y should all ~orne out With
t~err hands m the air. She said the women were carrying the ffiJured schoolgrrl and on reaching the verandah of the
building, there were three bodies that looked dead and m the yard trucks and cars were on fire.

Reference 12 - 0.01% Coverage

THE DROP of 8 pin couJd hlive been heard as Ule jury, whieh induded five women, returmed to the packed court-
house in Grenadtl.



Reference 13 - 0.02% Coverage

Su[fer"Ing seriou!!l injury, bones or mt-n, women- af\d i.!JcludJng n disJocatf'dj:Jw, 11e rhlJdren, the dMths, the
replike the othenl, wasaubjected ressive ads and the evidence ~P the ndded indignity of of eJPdhm fraud "eJ'V1.'il
to having Ills head shaved "WiUl steel, rather thal:1 break, th!l pieees of broken gla.stl while spirits of the NJM and
the being denied m!!dicalAllcn- pet:~ple ofGt'enada.



Child Node References to Women

The following section contains references to women from the Grenada report organized by the
child nodes outlined in Coding Women for the Grenada Report. Some references appear under
several subheadings since they contained discussions of multiple themes.

Economy
References or discussions of the economy

<Files\\Truth Commission Reports\\The Americas\\Grenada-TRC-2001 Full Report> - § 1 reference coded [0.03%
Coverage]

Reference 1 - 0.03% Coverage

The four and a half years of RevolutioJlary Government in Grenada, which was essentially characterised by the
experiment in MarxistLeninist ideologies and philosophy, )Vas a period good and evil. The P.R.G., the Government
of that period 1979-1983, initiated and implemented some good policies politically, socially, economically, and
otherwise. For example, the National insurance Scheme (N.I.S.), the continuing adult education programme (CPE).
The agro-industries enterprise, the national transport service (NTS), free secondary and tertiary education. Equal pay
for equal work for all women. The maternity leave 'aw. The full involvement of women in production, and greater
participation of people iil the political and economic affairs of the country.



Forgiveness
References or discussions of forgiveness

<Files\\Truth Commission Reports\\The Americas\\Grenada-TRC-2001 Full Report> - § 1 reference coded [0.02%
Coverage]

Reference 1 - 0.02% Coverage

International Airport" to the "Maurice Bishop International Airport"”. These and other issues remain sore points of
bitterness and division among many Grenadians. The wounds are still there: the bitterness, the hurting individuals
and families, and the many unanswered and unresolved questions. But if permanent healing and reconciliation are to
become a reality among Grenadians - especially between those who have been wronged and the wrongdoers - then
all Grenadians (men and women of goodwill) must come together and forgive one another, since forgiveness is good
for those who forgive, and for those who



Politics
References or discussions of politics, political parties, and politicians

<Files\\Truth Commission Reports\\The Americas\\Grenada-TRC-2001 Full Report> - § 5 references coded [0.15%
Coverage]

Reference 1 - 0.03% Coverage

The four and a half years of RevolutioJlary Government in Grenada, which was essentially characterised by the
experiment in MarxistLeninist ideologies and philosophy, )Vas a period good and evil. The P.R.G., the Government
of that period 1979-1983, initiated and implemented some good policies politically, socially, economically, and
otherwise. For example, the National insurance Scheme (N.I.S.), the continuing adult education programme (CPE).
The agro-industries enterprise, the national transport service (NTS), free secondary and tertiary education. Equal pay
for equal work for all women. The maternity leave 'aw. The full involvement of women in production, and greater
participation of people iil the political and economic affairs of the country.

Reference 2 - 0.02% Coverage

The T.R.C. recommends here that a special effort should .be made by the political authority, and by other men and
women of goodwill who are interestf:!d in the healing of the nation and reconciliation of the people, to reach out to
the living victims and families of victims of the tragic events of the period under review, preferably on a personal
level, and offer some form of consolation, compensation, or help where needed.

Reference 3 - 0.04% Coverage

We know fuat the demise of the Revolution has dashed many dreams. Thus we understand the frustration and anger
of the Grenaclian people aris~ out of these dashed expectations and feeling of betrayal on account of Ute tragedy
and defeat of the Revolution. Whil~ we believe that- all tlle Leaders of tlie Revolution were collectively at fault and’
contributed to its de'mise; we fully appreciate and accept that those who survived must bear the cross. This is why
we pave borne for the past 13 yearS while inlptisoned, and shall always bear, the enormoiJ!l burden of feeling
responsible, morally responsible, for all the events which took place in Octoger 1983. And it is a!f;o on this basis
that we most profoundly apologize, to all the victims and sufferers and their families, t~ tlle families of all those
who died and to the entire Grenadian people, including membel:s of the NJM itself, the members of the PRA,
Militia, Youth, Women's, Flimlers and Workers' organizations (all who believed in us and relied on us to ncgtt;.v ....
h, +t-........ c.ofn~,...., r--.0...... rt... P nO\(\t""";,. ... thr "4 CIn .... .t ... thr\

Reference 4 - 0.02% Coverage

He was addressing about 50 people attending a graveside ceremony to pay respect to 13 soldiers of the now
disbanded killed in combat, against US troops. Radix who served as Industrialization Minister in Bishop's PRG, said
that if Bishop had. not died in such a brutal manner, the Americans would have met another Vietnam on their arrival
because the men, women and children would have resisted the enemy.

Reference 5 - 0.05% Coverage

St. George's Ge~t;ral Hospital Matron, Agnes Grant, spoke of a frightening experience, when in the company of
Bishop and others, a room at Army Headquarters at Fort Rupert, came under fire. Grant was the first prosecution
witness to give evidence in the trial of 18 former Government and Military officers charged with murdering Bishop
and 10 associates including 3 Ministers. Gram indicated that as soon as the first volley of shots hit the building, the
late Prime Minister ordered all the occupants to lay flat on the floor. She said however, that before the bujlding came
under attack, Whiteman complained of not feeling well and she gave him a small bottle ofsmelling salts to sniff. The
matron said at least one woman had her buttocks blown off, Bain was bleeding from an apparent wound. on the
shoulder and Gemma Belmar who died weeks after in the Hospital, was lying on the table in the room, bleeding
from a wound on her head after the firing had totally died down. She said the Prime Minister ordered everyone to
leave the room, with the children leading the way, followed by the women and then the male occupants. The
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prosecution is contending that after Bishop emerged from the room, he and 8 colleagues were taken to the top square
at Fort Rupert and executed on the orders of the Central Committee of the then ruling Marxist oriented NJM.

11



Reconciliation
References or discussions of reconciliation

<Files\\Truth Commission Reports\\The Americas\\Grenada-TRC-2001 Full Report> - § 3 references coded [0.05%
Coverage]

Reference 1 - 0.02% Coverage

International Airport"” to the "Maurice Bishop International Airport". These and other issues remain sore points of
bitterness and division among many Grenadians. The wounds are still there: the bitterness, the hurting individuals
and families, and the many unanswered and unresolved questions. But if permanent healing and reconciliation are to
become a reality among Grenadians - especially between those who have been wronged and the wrongdoers - then
all Grenadians (men and women of goodwill) must come together and forgive one another, since forgiveness is good
for those who forgive, and for those who

Reference 2 - 0.02% Coverage

The T.R.C. recommends here that a special effort should .be made by the political authority, and by other men and
women of goodwill who are interestf:!d in the healing of the nation and reconciliation of the people, to reach out to
the living victims and families of victims of the tragic events of the period under review, preferably on a personal
level, and offer some form of consolation, compensation, or help where needed.

Reference 3 - 0.01% Coverage

It is important for us to ascertain from the outset what truth needs to be disclosed and which parties need to be

reconciled. Truth and reconciliation cannot be spoken about in isolation from the needs of hurting men and women ..
What stands in the-way of genuine reconciliation needs to be overcome; this will
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