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Abstract

A list of references to colonialism, colonial, and imperialism in the Guatemala Truth Commission.
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This section contains all references to colonialism, colonial, and imperialism from the Guatemala
report.
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roots of the armed confrontation

3. The Commission for Historical Clarification (CEH) concludes that the structure and nature of
economic, cultural and social relations in Guatemala-are marked by profound exclusion, antagonism and
conflict - a reflection of its colonial history. The proclamation of independence in 1821, an event
prompted by the country's elite, saw the creation of an authoritarian State which excluded the majority of
the population, was racist in its precepts and practises, and served to protect the economic interests of the
privileged minority. The evidence for this, throughout Guatemala's history, but particularly so during the
armed confrontation, lies in the fact that the violence was fundamentally directed by the State against the
excluded, the poor and above all, the Mayan people, as well as against those who fought for justice and
greater social equality.

4. The anti-democratic nature



