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Abstract 
A list of references to colonialism, colonial, and imperialism in the South Korea Truth 

Commission. 
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This section contains links to all data visualization for the Sierra Leone report.  
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References to Colonialism, Colonial, and Imperialism 
 

This section contains all references to colonialism, colonial, and imperialism from the South 

Korea report.  
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Korea’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission  

Since the formation of South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) to come to terms with 

the legacy of apartheid and colonialism, Commissions have sprung up in many countries that have sought 

to come to terms with painful legacies of colonialism, war, and internal strife. Nations with international 

and domestic traumas as diverse as Chile and Argentina, East Timor, and Sierra Leone have established 

TRCs.1  

Few have dared to unearth 
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whole truth and punishing perpetrators.  

During the Korean War, I found more than half of those who had fought for independence before 1945 

were killed, mainly by those who had collaborated with the Japanese and then assumed positions of 

authority under the Americans after 1945. The U.S. occupation of Korea in 1945, and the Korean War, 

can be viewed as an extension of colonialism in the sense that the U.S created and supported the Rhee 

Syngman government. Like its predecessor under Japanese rule, Rhee’s was a regime maintained by 

foreign troops. The mass killings among Koreans can be understood as a postscript to colonialism. In this 

case, precisely identifying the perpetrators would not be very meaningful. In any event, the magnitude of 

the perpetrators’ crimes and the passage of time make it almost impossible to punish the perpetrators, 

nearly all of whom are, in any event, long dead. What can be done is restore the reputation and dignity of 

families that had long suffered injustice.  

Who were the victims? Who 

 

 

 


